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Introduction 

Talking about legacies can be a very sensitive subject as it reminds all of us of 
the frailty of life and for some will bring back memories of loved ones lost.  
However, I personally choose to see legacies as very positive and the 
opportunity to support in my will all the charities I valued in life.   My wife and 
I have spent many hours prayerfully considering which charities to include in 
our wills. 
 
One of the great encouragements for me is knowing that while I may not have 
been able to help the charities I feel passionately about as much as I would 
have liked in life (simply due to the financial restraints we all have), I can 
hopefully be far more generous in my will.  I know when our house is included 
that even a relatively small percentage of my estate left to charity will be 
significant, without affecting what I would like to leave to loved ones.  
 
We all have our own priorities, but I have always sought to support smaller 
charities, knowing that even a small percentage of my estate would have an 
enormous difference.   
 
I have recently lost my Mother and I know some of the smaller charities, like 
Tools with a Mission that will benefit from her estate will be overwhelmed by 
their gift. 
 
So may I thank you for requesting our ‘My lasting legacy’ booklet and for 
considering Tools with a Mission as a beneficiary of your will.  I hope you find 
this booklet very helpful, irrespective of the decision you make.   
 
 
 
 
Mike Griffin 
Chief Executive 

our Chief Executive 

A Message from Mike 



My legacy: my gift of hope 

“My name  
is Martha.” 
 
 
 
 
“I am one of the beneficiaries of tools and machines from 
Tools with a Mission.  I am thankful and grateful to donors for 
these machines.” 
 
Martha lives in Kenya and before being offered a place to train as a dressmaker 
by one of TWAM’s local partners was struggling with the harsh reality of 
extreme poverty.  Martha could barely support herself and was in real danger of 
being forced into the downward spiral of homelessness, hunger and the 
desperate ways to earn money many women are forced into. 
 
How different her life could have been without this gift of hope.  TWAM has 
supplied the industrial sewing machines used in the training centre Martha 
attends.  When Martha started training the centre had very few machines and 
Martha could only practice one evening a week.  TWAM has now supplied more 
machines allowing Martha to practice three evenings.  A huge bonus of these 
new machines is that Martha is able to make things to sell and thus support 
herself through the training.  Martha says: 
 

“My training is running smoothly and now I can believe and 
hope in my future.” 

My legacy:  
my gift of hope 



My legacy: my gift of hope 

 
When Martha completes her training she has plans with other trainees to open 
some small shops in their communities and work together to ensure they will 
never go hungry again or fear homelessness and the perils of the streets. 
 
Martha ends her message with a plea: 
 

“I am really thankful to TWAM, please continue to support 
us.” 
 
Legacies help to secure TWAM’s future and enable us to answer this plea from 
Martha and the thousands of others across Africa who will turn to TWAM for 
many years to come.  Your legacy can ensure TWAM never willingly has to turn 
someone like Martha away. 

Martha is a wonderful example of the work of Tools with a Mission.  Her life 

has been transformed by the gift of sewing machines to her training centre, 

and on completion of training, to her.  The result will be an entire community 

benefitting from access to high quality clothing.  Your legacy will help guarantee 

the continuation of this life-transforming work for generations. 



Leaving a Will: why it matters 

Leaving a will: why it matters 

For many of us, our main concern is to provide for our loved ones. 
 
Without a will you have no influence or control over what happens to your 
estate.  Legally this is called ‘dying intestate’ and can result in relatives having 
to attend court to retrieve your assets.  Normally in this case your assets will 
eventually go to your next of kin, with no provision for any other loved ones, 
friends or charities you may have wished to benefit.  If you want to make 
provision for those you love and the charities you support then you need to 
consider writing a will. 
 
It is also important that you also review and keep your will up to date, 
especially if your circumstances change.  Most charities would find it impossible 
to continue their work without the income provided by legacies.  Tools with a 
Mission is not an exception and as costs and demands increase so will our 
reliance on legacy income.   
 
There are different ways to support charities in your will by leaving a legacy to 
them.  A legacy is simply a gift left in your will.  You could leave: 
 
Specific Legacy 
A specific legacy could be a item of jewellery, car or most likely for Tools with a 
Mission, your tools or sewing machine. 
 

Pecuniary Legacy 
A pecuniary legacy is a gift of a fixed sum of money to a specific person or 
charity.  The sum can be index-linked to reflect inflation if you wish.  
 
Residuary Legacy 
A residuary legacy is a percentage of the estate after specific and pecuniary 
gifts have been paid along with any debts, taxes and costs.  This is a popular 
way to leave gifts to charities.  For example you may choose to leave 10% of  
your remaining estate to be divided between your four chosen charities with 
each receiving 2.5%. 
 
We would always recommend you seek professional advice when writing 



Will preparation checklist 

Will preparation checklist 

Solicitors tend to charge by the hour, so the more prepared you are before your 
visit, the less time you will need to spend with them. 
 
What to take to the solicitor: 
A list of assets (everything you own)  and liabilities (everything you owe). 
 
A note of any money owed to you and by whom. 
 
List of all the specific gift items you would like to leave and details of whom 
you would like to leave them to.  You will need their name and address, or the 
charity name, address and ideally charity number (this should be found on all 
correspondence). 
 
List of legacies to family and charities for pecuniary and residuary gifts. 
 
A note of any property or possessions held jointly with someone else. 
 
The names and addresses of the people you would like to act as your 
executors. 
 
The names and addresses of the people you would like to be legal guardian's 
of your children if applicable. 
 
The arrangements you would like made for the care of your dependant  
Relatives (or dependants). 
 
The name and address of the person you would like to look after your pets. 
 
Details of your preferred funeral arrangements with information for your 
relatives/executors (see next page). 
 
Your previous Will, if applicable and any supporting documents. 
 
A list of questions to ask. 



Writing your will 

Things to consider when writing your will 

Locate any existing Will and consider if you need to simply add a codicil ra-
ther than completely rewrite your will if choosing to add gifts to charities.  
Please take legal advice from your solicitor when amending your Will.   
 
There are no rules about what you can change using a codicil – it could be any-
thing from a single word to many different sections of your will.  But it’s a good 
idea to use codicils only for very small changes, because they can make sorting 
out your will more complicated.  A codicil has to be signed and witnessed in the 
same way as your original will, but you don’t need to use the same witnesses.  
Don’t use someone as a witness if they or their husband/wife or civil partner 
benefits from a gift in the codicil – it will make the gift to them (in the codicil) 
invalid. 
 
Prepare a check list of your assets.  This will help you understand the value of 
your estate (an example checklist is overleaf). 
 
Decide who will benefit from your estate and what kind of legacy you want 
to make.  You may wish to discuss this with your loved ones. 
 
Choose a person/s you trust to act as your executor and check with them that 
they are happy to do so. 
 
Seek legal advice.  It is always wise to seek professional legal advice as your 
Will is probably the most important document you will prepare. 
 
Carefully check your draft Will and ask for clarification if needed.  Only when 
you are confident your wishes have been met should you sign the Will. 
 
Keep your Will in a safe place and make sure your family and executors know 
where it is. 
 
Review your Will regularly, especially if your circumstances change, to ensure 
it still respects your wishes. 



My lasting gift 

My lasting gift 

Tools with a Mission supports charities across Africa who are working with 
children and young people.  They will need our support for many years to come, 
as they learn a trade, receive a tool kit or sewing/knitting machine and start their 
own small community based business.  They will often need further support, 
perhaps years later as they hopefully expand their business and need more tools 
and equipment.  Many of the tools we supply would be impossible to source 
locally, either because they are unavailable or simply too expensive. 
 
Your legacy will help secure our future and thus theirs.  One great example of 
this is the Macedonian Vocational Institute in Uganda.  It trains girls from the 
slums who, through no fault of their own, have dropped out of school, been 
rejected by their families or become (rarely by consent) teenage mothers. 
 
The Director of the institute, Alfred Adundo Wafula writes: 
  

“Thank you, Tools with a Mission for supporting Macedonian 
Vocational Institute.  We pray that you continue to support  
our students who have completed their training.  Please do!” 
 

Thank you for considering leaving a legacy gift to TWAM and helping us continue 
to support the students of Macedonian Vocational Institute. 



My last wishes 

My last wishes 

It is always wise to write your ‘Last Wishes’ as these will ensure your Funeral/
Thanksgiving Service is what you would want.  This can also give comfort and 
assurance to loved ones planning your service. 
 
Once you have made your last wishes it is vital you inform your relatives and 
executors that you have done so and where the document can be found. 
 
You should consider including: 
1. The celebrant you would like to take your service, e.g.: your church 

minister/vicar 
2. Your choice of Funeral Director and details of any prepaid funeral plan if 

applicable 
3. Whether you would prefer to be buried (location and plot number if 

applicable) or cremated (location) 
4. Your choice of hymns/songs and readings/Bible passages 
5. Your wishes concerning flowers or donations in memory 
6. Any information you would like included in your eulogy, or left out 
 
 
It will also help your relatives/executor during the initial difficult weeks if they 
can easily access key documents.  You might consider writing a list for: 
1. The location of your Will 
2. Where to find your Birth and/or Marriage Certificate 
3. Your mortgage or rental agreements 
4. Details of your state/employer’s pension 
5. Your bank and savings accounts including name, address and account 

numbers (but not passwords or PIN numbers) 
6. Your insurance papers (house/vehicle/life/pet etc.) including name, 

address and policy with insurers 
7. Your National Insurance number 
8. Location of your NHS card and number 
9. Your utility companies (gas/electric/water/telephone/mobile/Council 

tax,) including name, address and account numbers 
10. Relatives or neighbours who may hold a spare key 
11. Any further important information 



In lieu of flowers 

In lieu of flowers 

The wording inside the card is: 
The family requests that donations today should benefit  
the work of Tools with a Mission 

Tools with a Mission (TWAM) collects and refurbishes tools to send to  
charities and missions across Africa.  Tools are sorted into trade kits such as 
Mechanics, Carpenters, Builders, Plumbers and given free of charge.  Kits are  
given to trainees graduating from vocational training courses or completing  
their education.  Many simply go to people in need of support to rebuild their lives.  
TWAM sends out around twenty four containers a year containing over 300 tonnes of 
tools, sewing and knitting machines, computers and school books.  Your support will 
help us to continue our life transforming work of supporting small local charities 
across Africa who would otherwise have no means to access life changing tools. 

Many people these days choose ‘donations in lieu of flowers’.  This is a wonder-
ful way to share a cause that you feel personally about and want to share with 
friends and relatives. 
 
Tools with a Mission has produced a beautiful card entitled ‘Remembering 
Someone Special’.  They can be discreetly placed on chairs or pews before the 
service.  Friends and relatives can either use them to make a  
donation on the day or to send them to the funeral director  
or directly to TWAM at a later date.   TWAM will keep a 
record of all donations and let the family know how  
much has been donated. 
 
Please contact our Ipswich office if you  
would like us to send you some cards. 

‘Remembering 

someone Special’ 

card 



Tools with a Mission 
2 Bailey Close 
Hadleigh Road Industrial Estate 
Ipswich, IP2 0UD 

t: 01473 210220 
e: post@twam.uk 

Registered Charity No: 1104903 SC 044069 (Scotland)  Company No: 5114575 

twam.uk 

Sharing our heart with those in need 
around the world 
 

What we do 
Our mission is to collect unwanted tools, refurbish them, sort them into 
trade kits and send them across the world.  We send around 24 
containers filled with over 300 tonnes of tools of every year. 
  

Why we do it 
We want to support local people supporting their own communities 
through livelihood creating projects.  We believe there is dignity through 
work and the ability to provide for yourself and your family.  We 
believe entire communities can be transformed through 
training and the provision of tool kits and equipment. 
  

Our motivation 
We believe that God's heart reaches out to the poor  
and that he calls us to follow His example.   
  
“You have been a refuge for the poor, a refuge  
for the needy in their distress, a shelter from  
the storm and a shade from the heat.”  Isaiah 25:4 (NIV) 
  
Our motivation is to be a refuge for the poor, a safe  
place to find support, hope and dignity through the  
provision of tools and equipment.  
 

Please consider helping us fulfil this calling by  
leaving a legacy gift to Tools with a Mission 


